1. Read the following questions and choose three of them that you think you can answer in detail.

Then write about your past experiences with writing, using the three questions you chose as a guide.

• What are your earliest memories related to writing? 

• Write about a pleasant experience you have had with writing. How did this experience affect your attitude toward writing?

• Write about a bad experience you have had with writing. How did this experience affect your attitude toward writing?

• Describe how writing was taught in your previous schooling by answering some or all of these questions: How often did you have to write? What kinds of topics did you write about? Give one or two examples. What kinds of comments did the teacher make on your papers? What was considered more important; the content of your papers (your ideas) or correct grammar and spelling (how you expressed them)?
• When you are writing a paper for a class, do you try to please yourself or the teacher? Explain.
 • Have you ever done any writing for yourself only – letters to friends or relatives, journals, diaries, poems? If so, explain how this writing was different from the writing you did for school assignments. 

2. Working in a small group, have each student read the answer to one queston to the group. Go on to the next student without taking time for discussion. After everyone has read, discuss these questions:
• How were your experiences similar?

• How were they different?

• In your opinion, how have these past experiences influenced your attitudes and thoughts about writing?

From In Our Own Words
Start here and continue writing on reverse side
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